
The Meadows Primary School Calculation Policy: Year 4 
 

 

Addition Subtraction 
Continue bridging and partitioning from year 2 extending to larger 
numbers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Column addition (4-digit numbers)  

               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Column subtraction (4-digits and money) 
 
 
 
Column subtraction (4-digits and money) 

Unitising 
240 + 110 
= 24 tens + 11 tens 
= 35 tens 
= 350 

 

Redistribution (move 
1 addend to another) 

 

Partitioning 
240 + 110 
= 200 + 100 + 40 + 10 
= 300 + 50 
= 350 
 
Compensation (change one number to make the calculation easier, then adjust back to keep the total correct.) 

  

Partitioning 

 
 

Unitising 

 

 

Bridging 

 

 

Difference (counting on or counting back)   

430- 290 =140                                                                                         510 – 380 =130 

 

  Compensation- (both whole and part change by 

the same amount so difference remains the same) 

 



The Meadows Primary School Calculation Policy: Year 4 
 

 

Multiplication Division 
Distributive law (partitioning) 

 
Looking for common factors 
 

 
Distributive law 2 digit x 1 digit (partitioning) 
6 x 13 = 6 x 10 + 6 x 3 = 60 + 18 = 78 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Division with remainers:  
Using multiplication facts 

  
Skip counting forwards or backwards:  

 
Sharing:           19 ÷ 3 = 6 r1                  Grouping: 14 ÷ 4 = 3 r2 
Known facts: 19 = 3 x 6 + 1                                      14 = 4 x 3 + 2 
32 ÷ 5 = 6 r 2 

 
In Year 4, Oak expects pupils to record multiplication using partitioned and grid methods that make place value and partial products explicit, deliberately delaying 
short multiplication until Year 5. 

Oak develops division through multiplicative structures, partitioning, and remainders, preparing pupils for short division in Year 5. 


