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Introduction to Religious Education at The Meadows  

At The Meadows, we follow ‘The Shropshire Agreed Syllabus’ of 2021. By doing this we 

aim for our pupils to develop an understanding of the principal religions represented in 

the UK.  

We use units of work produced by ‘RE Today’ to aid our in-depth studies of Islam, 

Judaism and Hinduism, and we use ‘Understanding Christianity’ to support us in our 

teaching of Christianity. Both schemes are built on the concept of a spiral curriculum, 

whereby the children will revisit and review their understanding of a particular subject, 

before being introduced to new ideas and content.  

In the Shropshire syllabus, and in the two schemes of work we use at The Meadows, 

there is also a strong emphasis on building knowledge, including correct vocabulary and 

terminology used in describing religious traditions and concepts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘At its best, RE is intellectually challenging and personally enriching. It affords pupils 

both the opportunity to see the religion and non-religion in the world, and the 

opportunity to make sense of their own place in that world.’ 

 

‘OFSTED research review’, May 2021 



 
 

 

Intent: Why we do what we do 

The National Curriculum states the legal requirement that: 

'Every state-funded school must offer a curriculum which is balanced and broadly based, and 
which: 
• promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils; and 
• prepares pupils at the school for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of 

later life. 
All state schools ... must teach religious education ... All schools must publish their curriculum 
by subject and academic year online'. 

 

All maintained schools must follow the National Curriculum requirements to teach a broad and 
balanced curriculum, which includes RE. They therefore have a statutory duty to teach RE.  

The RE curriculum is determined by the local Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education 
(SACRE), which is responsible for producing the locally agreed syllabus for RE. Agreed 
Syllabuses used in schools which are not designated with a religious character must ‘reflect the 
fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main Christian, while taking account 
of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain’. All 
schools must recognise diverse religions and systems of belief in the UK both locally and 
nationally. 

 

 

 

 

This Principal Aim is taken from Shropshire’s Agreed Syllabus of 2021.To aid planning, this aim 
has been broken down into three core elements: 

➢ Making Sense of Beliefs, 
➢ Understanding the Impact, and  
➢ Making Connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

These core elements are woven together to provide the breadth and balance required. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Implementation: How we teach R.E. at The Meadows 

By following ‘The Shropshire Agreed Syllabus’ of 2021, pupils at The Meadows will 
develop an understanding of the principal religions represented in the UK. We use 
units of work produced by ‘RE Today’ to aid our in-depth studies of Islam, Judaism and 
Hinduism, and we use ‘Understanding Christianity’ to support us in our teaching of 
Christianity. Both schemes are built on the concept of a spiral curriculum, whereby the 
children will revisit and review their understanding of a particular subject, before being 
introduced to new ideas and content. In the Shropshire syllabus, and in the two 
schemes of work we use at The Meadows, there is a strong emphasis on building 
knowledge, including correct vocabulary and terminology used in describing religious 
traditions and concepts. 

We use an investigative approach to learning with the title of each half termly unit 
given in the form of a question, although not necessarily in this order. 

In their Reception year the children seek to answer the following questions: 

 

In KS1 (Years 1 and 2) the children make a more detailed study of Islam and Judaism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

In Lower KS2 (Years 3 and 4) the children also learn more about Hinduism.  

 

 

…and finally, in Upper KS2 (Years 5 and 6) the children discover more about Humanist 

beliefs. 

 

There may be opportunities, as time allows, to investigate the religions of Sikhism and 

Buddhism, as well as non-religious views, other than Humanism. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Impact: How we will know if we have been successful 
 

We gauge the children’s understanding at the beginning and at the end of a unit using 

a short assessment. This may come in the form of a series of questions like this… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…or by asking the children to create a  

mind map.  

 

Some of our units lend themselves to a  

piece of writing. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In EYFS and KS1 assessments could be made during a class or small group discussion. 

 

 

 



 
 

  

Whole school long term planning 

The following long-term plans are colour coded according to the main religion studied: 

KEY: Mixed  Christianity  Islam  Judaism  Hinduism 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Progression of Knowledge 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Right of withdrawal from R.E. 

 This was first granted when RE was actually religious instruction and carried with it 

connotations of induction into the Christian faith. RE is very different now – open, broad, 

exploring a range of religious and non-religious worldviews. However, parents have the right 

to withdraw their children from RE lessons or any part of the RE curriculum1 and the school 

has a duty to supervise them, though not to provide additional teaching or to incur extra cost.  

Where the pupil has been withdrawn, the law provides for alternative arrangements to be 

made for RE of the kind the parents want the pupil to receive. These arrangements will be 

made by the parents; the school is not expected to make these arrangements. This RE could 

be provided at the school in question, or by another school in the locality. If neither approach 

is practicable, the pupil may receive external RE teaching as long as the withdrawal does not 

have a significant impact on the pupil’s attendance.  

More guidance on withdrawal can be found in Religious education in English schools: non-

statutory guidance 2010, available online at 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/religiouseducation-guidance-in-english-schools-non-

statutory-guidance-2010 

 

1. School Standards and Framework Act 1998 S71 (3). 

http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/religiouseducation-guidance-in-english-schools-non-statutory-guidance-2010
http://www.gov.uk/government/publications/religiouseducation-guidance-in-english-schools-non-statutory-guidance-2010


 
 

 

 

 

How can you help your child at home? 

In regards to RE, the most important thing you can do to help your child is to allow them to 

talk. Give them the opportunity to talk about the things they are learning in school and ask 

questions about their learning. Allow them to consider and voice their reasoned opinions and 

explain your own thoughts and ideas, as appropriate to their age and level of maturity. In a 

world in which religious beliefs, customs and traditions remain key, actively encouraging your 

child to learn and discover more about the people of the world is one of the most important 

gifts you can give them.  

The following websites may be useful: 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Religion.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/Religion.html


 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zxnygk7 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z7hs34j 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zxnygk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z7hs34j


 
 

 

 


